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SUBJECT: STATUS OF MAURITANIAN OFF-SHORE OIL DRILLING 

1 . MAURITANIAN DIRECTOR OF MINES AND GEOLOGY COMMENTED 
TO CHARGE JANUARY 8 THAT APPROXIMATELY WEEK AGO SHELL 
OIL COMPANY TERMINATED, AT LEAST FOR TIME BEING, ITS 

DEEP WELL OIL-DRILLING OPERATION OFE MAURITANIAN COAST. 

AT PRESENT MOMENT, THEREFORE, NO DRILLING IS TAKING 
PLACE IN MAURITANIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

2. MAURITANIAN EMPLOYED BY WESTERN ENTERPRISES, INC., 
WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OE COASTAL STATES GAS PRODUCING 
COMPANY HEADQUARTERED IN HOUSTON, IS ABOUT TO BEGIN 
PRELIMINARY WORK FOR DRILLING OFF MAURITANIAN COAST. 
COMPANY IS WAITING FOR ARRIVAL OF SEISMIC RESEARCH VESSEL 
FROM GABON WHICH IT HOPES WILL BE IN PLACE BY FEBRUARY. 
COMPANY THEN PLANS TO CHARTER DRILLING RIG AND WORK IN 
ABOUT 100 METERS OF WATER. WESTERN ENTERPRISES, 

WHICH WILL ESTABLISH HEADQUARTERS AT NOUADHIBOU, IS 
ENCOURAGED BY PROSPECTS BASED ON EARLIER SEISMIC 
STUDIES OF AREA.SHINN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 00039 090948Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OFFSHORE DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRH 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NOUAKC00039 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750008-0956 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 66/aaaacfpa. tel 

Line Count: 60 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRH 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 AUG 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <1 1 SEP 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STATUS OF MAURITANIAN OFF-SHORE OIL DRILLING 
TAGS: ENRG, MR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



